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MAEVE BENNETT		  Scholarship provided by: CIBC

I’m Maeve Bennett. I’m from Barrio’s Beach, Nova Scotia, 
and a grade 12 student at École acadienne de Pomquet. I 
live with my parents, my older sister and younger brother. 
I’m a proud Acadian who will be attending Université Sainte-
Anne for five years to receive my Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Education.

Some of my passions include playing the piano, art, and 
being involved in my community. In recent years, I struggled 

with my mental health. With the support of family, school staff, and health care 
professionals, I have been able to accomplish some of my goals and will continue to 
do so at university.

MIKAYLA CLARK 	 Scholarship provided by: Scotiabank

Mikayla is a citizenship award recipient with a love for her 
community, which she demonstrates through continued vol-
unteer work and peer leadership. Mikayla is pursuing her 
dream to become a dentist and has been accepted into 
Crandall Universities Bachelor of Science program in Sep-
tember, 2018. 

Despite her learning disability, Mikayla has always worked 
extremely hard to achieve her academic goals and has 

invested many long hours into studying and memorizing, while still making time for 
giving back to the community. As the oldest of 4, Mikayla is an inspiration to her family 
and is extremely honored to have received this recognition.



MEGAN CYR	 Scholarship provided by: RBC

After university, I would love to use my environmental passions 
to work on changing our current and future environmental 
problems. I would also love to work for an environmental 
company assessing our land and resources. Furthermore, 
I want to take my environmental background to vertical 
farming and beekeeping, which is the new sustainable way of 
agriculture that can benefit society greatly with saving space 
and minimizing the use of pesticides and harmful chemicals. 
With this I can work for myself and run my own business. 

Until I accomplish these goals, my choices will be open to being a park ranger or 
conservation officer, an adventure guide or sea kayak guide, as well as writing and 
photographing for travel and environmental magazines.

AUSTIN GILBERT	 Scholarship provided by: Bruce Smith

Austin Gilbert will graduate as a member of the 10th 
graduating class of the small French school, École acadienne 
de Truro as the only male student in his class since grade 
8. In a school of less than 30 senior high students, Austin 
has had many opportunities to be involved in school and 
community life. He keeps himself busy with sports, 4H, 
woodsmen competitions, collecting and repairing antique 
tools and driving his (dad’s) car. 

Austin has been accepted to the Carpentry program at NSCC’s Ivany campus in 
Dartmouth where he intends to complete the program and achieve his red seal status, 
perhaps becoming a trade instructor himself one day.



SHANE HARTLING		 Scholarship provided by: RBC

Shane is a Grade 12 student at Prince Andrew High School 
in Dartmouth NS, and is currently enrolled in the Options and 
Opportunity Program. During his high school years, Shane 
has been an Honors and High Honors student.

During his co-op placement at the Berkeley Retirement 
Residence, Shane realized his passion for nursing and 
helping people. He was also hired as part time kitchen staff 
there. 

Shane’s interests include video games, curling and basketball. He enjoys spending 
time volunteering at the Scottish Rite Learning Center, where a small army of volunteers 
teach dyslexic students, just like Shane, how to read.  

In September 2018 Shane is attending The NSCC Ivany Campus for Practical Nursing, 
after which he will go to St. FX to obtain his nursing degree. Shane’s ultimate goal is 
to open his own long term care facility and be a business owner.

	

SKYLAR JARDINE	 Scholarship provided by: Casino Nova Scotia

Skylar has played on numerous varsity school sports 
throughout her past three years at Cole Harbour District 
High School, using them as an outlet for her ADHD. She 
demonstrated her leadership abilities through her role as 
captain for the volleyball team and taking lead on numerous 
fundraiser events at her school. Despite her disability she still 
maintained a spot on the principal’s list and will be attending 
Acadia University in the fall. 

Growing up having a love for the justice system and government, she plans to major 
in Political Science with a minor in French, in hopes to one day go to law school. 



REBECCA LEARY	 Scholarship provided by: Scotiabank

Rebecca Leary lives in the small community of Falmouth, 
Nova Scotia. She is 18 years old and was diagnosed with 
ADHD last year and has also been living with chronic 
headaches and back pain since she was 13 years old.

While attending Avon View High School, Rebecca has 
been involved in the softball team as well as WE ACT and 
prom committees. In her free time, she enjoys yoga and 
horseback riding. Her favourite school subject is biology 

and consequently plans to further her studies in science at the University of New 
Brunswick this coming fall, through the Bachelor of Arts and Science program.  

Living with a disability has helped Rebecca to recognize and appreciate the value of 
animals as an effective therapeutic treatment. She aspires to bring animal oriented 
therapy to other people living with disabilities.

ABBYGAIL MACLEAN 	 Scholarship provided by: TD Bank

Abbygail MacLean was born on January 14, 1999 in 
McPherson’s Mills, NS. Throughout her life, MacLean has 
been an avid volunteer and student-athlete, playing many 
sports such as hockey, volleyball and softball. MacLean 
will be attending Dalhousie University in the fall pursuing a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Environmental Science. 

In MacLean’s favorite novel Perks of Being a Wallflower, 
Stephen Chbosky quotes, “So, I guess we are who we are 

for a lot of reasons. And maybe we’ll never know most of them. But even if we don’t 
have the power to choose where we come from, we can still choose where we go from 
there. We can still do things. And we can try to feel okay about them.”



BENJAMIN MCLEAN 	 Scholarship provided by: TD Bank

Benjamin will be attending Saint Mary’s University in 
September. He will be working on a BSc in Computing 
Science. 

Ben enjoys computer programming, outer space and 
kayaking. He is very excited to be chosen as a recipient to 
receive a scholarship from PAANS. 

NICHOLAS MCPHEE       Scholarship provided by: IMP Group

Nicholas is currently a senior at Prince Andrew High School 
and will be attending Dalhousie University in the fall, where 
he will be pursuing a Bachelor of Computer Science. 

Nicholas has continually demonstrated his commitment 
and dedication to academic excellence and has remained 
on the Principal’s list throughout his High School years. 
He demonstrates leadership and community spirit, was 
nominated by the teaching staff of Prince Andrew High 

School to receive the Lieutenant Governors of Nova Scotia Award and has been a 
long-standing community volunteer. 

Upon graduating from Dalhousie University Nicholas plans to earn a Master’s Degree 
and possibly a PhD where he can fulfill his strong desire to make a contribution to the 
field of Computer Science. 

Thank you to IMP; it is an honour to have been chosen for this award.



AINSLIE MURRAY 	 Scholarship provided by: RBC

Ainslie is an 18 year old Grade 12 student at Northumberland 
Regional High School in Alma, Nova Scotia. Ainslie will 
be attending St. FX University in September 2018 and is 
enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts program, with the future goal 
of becoming an elementary school teacher.

Ainslie has been singing and dancing from an early age 
and enjoys participating in stage productions, choir, music 
festival and recitals. She is a member of Jeana’s Girls who 

have raised thousands of dollars for the Canadian Cancer Society and the Children’s 
Wish Foundation. 

TAYLOR SMITH-MACCULLOCH 
Taylor is graduating from Hants East Rural High School 
in Milford, Nova Scotia. She has been accepted into the 
Bachelor of Arts program at Saint Mary’s University where 
she will begin her studies in September of this year. 

Taylor has been affected by many challenges and her ADHD, 
however that hasn’t stopped her from achieving her academic 
goals and being a successful, hardworking student. Taylor 
will be specializing in Sociology and upon graduation she 

hopes to pursue a career as an addictions councillor. She is passionate about helping 
those who suffer from addictions and struggle with mental illness.	

Outside of high school, Taylor has enjoyed many years as an air cadet in Squadron 
652, where she has been recognised as a valuable member of the unit while being 
promoted to the level of Sergeant. She enjoys a variety of non-curricular activities 
such as snowboarding and is musically talented and specializes in bass guitar.

Scholarship provided by: Scotiabank



EMMA TROTTIER	 Scholarship provided by: Scotiabank

I’m Emma, and I’m from Parrsboro, Nova Scotia. I have 
been fortunate to have been involved in numerous school 
and community extracurricular activities throughout my high 
school career. My favorites have been figure skating, and 
my work with the Nova Scotia Secondary Schools Students’ 
Association in the Chignecto region. In addition to these 
activities, I run a sandwich shop in Parrsboro during the 
summers, serving my home baking. I consider myself to be 
an active student, and I hope to continue these practices as I 

pursue a Bachelor’s in Nursing at the University of New Brunswick in the fall!



INVESTING
IN OUR FUTURE

Cape Breton
Scholarship Recipients



SHANNON COLEMAN    Scholarship provided by: Scotiabank

My name is Shannon Coleman and after four years of many 
tests and many trips to the IWK, I was finally diagnosed in 
February 2018 with a systemic rheumatic condition, in the 
same family as Sjogren’s Syndrome and Lupus. During this 
past year, I have been lucky to have been supported by 
friends and family. 

I have been involved with the Cape Breton Screaming Eagles 
for the past four years, as a member of the promotions team. 
My illness has impacted my role on the team and I was lucky 

to have had a supportive and understanding boss. I have also been involved with 
various fundraisers in support of the Cape Breton Regional Hospital Foundation. 

Despite my illness, I will be graduating in June from Sydney Academy with my 
International Baccalaureate Bilingual Diploma. I am looking forward to entering the 
Bachelor of Arts program at Cape Breton University in September, focusing my 
studies in political science, public administration and French. I will not let my illness 
stop me from pursuing my dreams and living my life. 	   

MAKENZIE DUNN	 Scholarship provided by: Casino Nova Scotia

I am extremely grateful to be a recipient of the 2018 PAANS 
scholarship grant. I am currently 18 years old and a grade 
12 student at NDA in Cheticamp. In the fall of 2018 I will be 
attending Acadia University where I will be enrolled in the 
Bachelor of Arts program, with a major in psychology.

As I prepare for university, I envision myself becoming a 
psychologist. My hopes are to help youth overcome some of 
the same issues I have faced, from a professional perspective. 

For the last 5 years I have suffered from an eating disorder, although my journey has 
been challenging, I have not allowed my illness to stop me from pursuing my dreams. 
I remind myself every day that I may not be where I want to be but I am much further 
than I used to be.	



EMMA MUNRO	 Scholarship provided by: RBC

Emma Munro is a grade twelve student at Dalbrae Academy 
in Mabou. When she was three, she was diagnosed with 
Epilepsy. Emma has never allowed her disability to get in the 
way of doing the things she loves, such as playing sports or 
going for summer drives. She is not afraid of letting people 
hear her story. At school, she is seen as an enthusiastic 
student who is always up for a challenge, whether that is 
academic or extra-curricular. Emma’s sense of dedication 
toward her school and community is thoroughly recognized 

through her maturity and leadership skills.

At Dalbrae Academy, Emma is a valued member of the track, cross-country, badminton, 
and girl’s hockey teams. In addition to high school hockey, Emma is a graduating 
player from the Cape Breton West Female Midget AA hockey team. Whenever she 
is not busy with sports, you can find Emma at Student Council meetings where she 
serves as the Vice President, or fundraising for her school’s NSSSA group. In the fall, 
she will be attending St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, where she hopes to 
obtain a Bachelor of Arts and Science in Health degree with a Major in Criminology.

DAWSON TRIMPER	 Scholarship provided by: CIBC

I want to work towards creating a more inclusive society 
for people with disabilities ensuring they have the same 
opportunities as everyone else. 
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