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Steve Estey Legacy Award
Nomination Form

Nominations are now open for the Steve Estey Legacy Award, presented annually on December
3", the United Nations International Day of Persons with Disabilities.

This Award honours the legacy of Steve Estey, recognizing a Nova Scotia youth who
demonstrates exceptional commitment in advancing the human rights, dignity, and inclusion of
persons with disabilities, both locally and globally. It celebrates youth leadership grounded in a
global worldview, principled advocacy, and respect for the lived experiences of persons with
disabilities, reflecting the values embodied by Steve Estey throughout his life.

The Award celebrates youth who:

Approach disability through a human rights and global perspective
Center the voices and lived experiences of persons with disabilities
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o Challenge ableism and systemic barriers

e Demonstrate leadership, initiative, and future promise
[ J

Reflect the values of justice, solidarity, and inclusion embodied by Steve Estey

How to Nominate

e Nominations may be submitted by individuals, organizations, or community groups
Self-nominations are not permitted

e Complete the nomination form and send it to programs@nsleo.com by October 19",
2026

e |[f you prefer an online form, Click here to access the form

Canadiqn. . CHAuéIEIRFAOé w \l\?enlnberof
C A N Nocessinility COMMERCE § e


mailto:info@nsleo.com
http://www.nsleo.com
mailto:programs@nsleo.com
https://forms.gle/dVpXcBWVvYKRRdnC8
http://aawns.ca
https://nsleo.com/initiatives/idpwd/
http://oneaction.ca
https://nsleo.com/quality-of-life-index/
https://nsleo.com/quality-of-life-index/
https://nsleo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-Status-Report-on-Not-Without-Us-Project.pdf

Award Presentation

e The Award will be presented on December 3, in recognition of the United Nations
International Day of Persons with Disabilities.

For nomination forms and additional information, please visit: www.nsleo.com

Eligibility Criteria
Nominees must meet all of the following requirements:

e Be a Nova Scotia youth (suggested age range: 15-30)
Be eligible regardless of disability status; nominees may be persons with disabilities or
allies

e Demonstrate a clear commitment to advancing the rights and inclusion of persons with
disabilities

e Centre the voices, leadership, and lived experiences of persons with disabilities in their
work
Exhibit a global or international perspective on disability rights and inclusion
Be engaged in formal, informal, community-based, grassroots, or institutional initiatives

Award Criteria
Nominees will be assessed based on the following criteria:

e Global Worldview and Human Rights Perspective
o Demonstrates understanding of disability as a global human rights issue
o Shows awareness of international frameworks, including the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD)
o Engages with disability issues across cultures, borders, or global systems
e Commitment to Disability Rights and Inclusion
o Actively works to advance accessibility, equity, and participation of persons with
disabilities
o Challenges ableism, discrimination, and systemic barriers
o Promotes inclusive practices grounded in dignity and respect

e Youth Leadership and Initiative
o Demonstrates leadership, initiative, or innovation in disability-related work

o Takes meaningful action to create positive change
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o Shows accountability, integrity, and perseverance

o Centering Lived Experience and Intersectionality

o

Respects and amplifies the voices of persons with disabilities

o Applies a cross-disability and intersectional lens

o

Engages collaboratively with persons with disabilities and/or organizations of
persons with disabilities (OPDs)

e Impact and Future Potential

o

Has achieved measurable or meaningful impact, or shows strong potential for
long-term leadership

Demonstrates learning, reflection, and growth

Inspires others, particularly youth, to engage in disability rights and global
citizenship

e Alignment with Steve Estey’s Legacy

o

Reflects Steve Estey’s commitment to global solidarity, justice, and principled
leadership

Demonstrates humility, respect, and belief in the inherent dignity of persons with
disabilities

Articulates a vision for a more inclusive and accessible world
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Nomination Questions

You are welcome to attach a document of the answers to these questions in the nomination
form.

1. Describe how the nominee demonstrates a commitment to advancing the rights and
inclusion of persons with disabilities.

2. Provide examples of the nominee’s leadership or initiative related to disability inclusion.



3. Explain how the nominee demonstrates a global or international perspective on
disability rights.

4. Describe how the nominee canters or amplifies the lived experiences of persons with
disabilities.



5. What impact has the nominee made to date, and what potential do they show for future
leadership?

6. How does the nominee reflect the values and legacy of Steve Estey?



7. Optional: Share a story, quote, or example that best illustrates the nominee’s
contribution.



	Relationship to nominee: 
	Nominee’s First Name: 
	Nominee’s Last Name: 
	Nominee’s Age: 
	Nominee’s Community in Nova Scotia: 
	Nominee’s Email: 
	Nominee’s Phone: 
	Nominator's First Name: 
	Nominator's Last Name: 
	Organization (if applicable): 
	Nominator's Email: 
	Nominator's Phone: 
	Describe how the nominee demonstrates a commitment to advancing the rights and inclusion of persons with disabilities: 
	Provide examples of the nominee’s leadership or initiative related to disability inclusion: 
	Explain how the nominee demonstrates a global or international perspective on disability rights: 
	Describe how the nominee canters or amplifies the lived experiences of persons with disabilities: 
	What impact has the nominee made to date, and what potential do they show for future leadership?: 
	How does the nominee reflect the values and legacy of Steve Estey?: 
	Optional: Share a story, quote, or example that best illustrates the nominee’s contribution: 


